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the Emperor had sent a Note to Germany to fund out
where he stood. The General expressed the hope that
there would be no delay about the reply, "upon which/'
he declared, "the great decision depends."(3) When
he spoke of "the great decision," it may be presumed
that he was not only thinking about a war between
Austria-Hungary and Serbia, but even more of war
between Austria-Hungary and Russia, protector of
Serbia; therefore between Germany and Russia, and
thus also between Germany and France. Analysis of the
documents concerned will enable us to decide.
The memorandum^) of which Hoyos was the bearer
presented the diplomatic situation in a light in conformity
with Tisza's own views. It enumerated the grounds for
anxiety provided by the political state of the Balkans
since the last two wars:  Serbia's prestige increased
by her victories; Rumania more and more attracted
towards  Russia; and the weakness  of Turkey, who
was no longer, as she used to be, a "strong counter-
weight against Russia and the Balkan States." It further
attributed to Russia and France a desire to form a Balkan
league, which would contribute towards the annihilation
of the "military superiority of the Triple Alliance," the
"displacement of the balance of European forces," and
would imperil "the territorial integrity of the Monarchy
by a gradual withdrawal of its Eastern frontiers towards
the West." It was therefore essential to come to an
understanding with Bulgaria, who since the last crisis
was less under the influence of Russia. An agreement of
this kind would cause Rumania to hesitate, and would
prevent her from ranging herself with the adversaries of
Austria-Hungary in case of an Austro-Russian conflict.
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